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Introduction 
Â After the attack on USS Cole on 

October 12, 2000, more groups 

became interested in developing 

maritime terrorist capabilities.   

Â To respond effectively, a solid 

understanding of the extant 

maritime terrorist technologies, 

tactics and techniques is 

paramount. 
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USS Cole 

Â Guided Missile Destroyer (DDG) 

Â Crew: 346 

Â Length: 154 m 

Â Width: 21 m 

Â Displacement: 8422 tons 

Â Maximum speed: 33 knots 

Â Armament: 
É Anti-aircraft missiles 

É Anti-ship missiles 

É Torpedoes 

É 5-inch gun 

É Phalanx CIWS 
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The Attack ð 12 October 2000 

Â 0849 local ï USS Cole 

moors for refueling in Aden 

Harbor 

Â 1115 local ï Approached by 

small boat; 2 adult males 

aboard 

Â 1122 local ï Boat comes 

along port side of Cole 

Â Detonation immediately 

afterward 

Â 17 dead, 42 injured 

Hassan al-Khamri Ibrahim al-Thawr 

 @ ñNibrasò 
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USS Cole Blast Damage 

Large hole (60 X 40) amidships,  

messdecks area severely damaged  



An Example of 
Technology Transfer or 
Emulation 

Â Most groups adopt and adept 

tactics and technologies.  

Â Sri Lankan naval supply ship 

Abheeta attacked by an explosives 

laden suicide craft, KKS harbor, 

Northern Sri Lanka, May 4, 1991 

Â US destroyer USS Cole attacked 

by an explosives laden suicide 

craft, Aden, Yemen, Oct. 12, 2000   



Striking 

similarity 

between 

Yemeni and 

Sri Lankan 

suicide 

attacks 



On May 4, 1991, Abheetha was anchored 6 miles north 

of Point Pedro, northern Sri Lanka, an explosives laden 

suicide boat rammed the navy supply ship. The attack 

caused extensive damage to the ship, killed six and 

injured 18 naval personnel. Black Sea Tigers Capt. 

Sithambaram and Capt. Jeyanthan were also killed. 



LTTE SEA TIGER CHIEF 

Â In a 19 March 2003 interview 

with the BBC Sea Tigers Chief 

Soosai was to state, ñ I think in 

Yeman they used our strategy 

of targeting the hull in their 

suicide attack to blow up an 

American ship óUSS Coleô - 

this is exactly what we used to 

do.ò 



The focus of the 
presentation 

Â The LTTE is responsible for 

staging the largest number of 

maritime attacks and has the most 

sophisticated blue, green and 

brown water maritime organization. 

Â The LTTE  manages a state-of-the-

art international network, with 

training and procurement links to 

foreign terrorist groups.   



Immediate implications 
of the USS Cole attack 
Â The alarm and extensive publicity 

generated following the Cole 

bombing tempted  

Â groups with land capabilities to 

start thinking about developing 

maritime capabilities, and, 

Â  prompted both an Asian and a 

Middle Eastern group to stage two 

maritime suicide attacks.   

 



Three suicide attacks 
within a month: Oct 12; 
Oct. 23; Nov. 7, 2000. 

Â Within a month of the USS Cole suicide 

bombing on Oct. 12, the terrorist 

ñcopycat effectò was demonstrated 

Â LTTE suicide boats breached the 

defenses of Trincomalee, the most 

protected Sri Lankan naval port, and 

destroyed a fast personnel carrier on 

Oct. 23, and  

Â a Hamas suicide boat attacked an Israeli 

naval craft on Nov. 7, 2000.  

 



Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 

Â Most sophisticated maritime 
terrorist organization  

Â Blue, brown and green water 
capability 

Â International reach and links with 
both Asian and Middle Eastern 
groups 

Â About 40 sea-borne suicide attacks 
since July 1990 

 



Sea Tiger 
Organisation 

Â Sea Battle Regiments 

Â Underwater Demolition Teams 

Â Sea Tiger Strike Groups 

Â Marine Engin. and Boat Build. Unit 

Â Radar and Telecom Unit 

Â  Marine Wpns Armory & Dump Gp. 

Â Maritime School and Academy 

Â Recruiting Section  

Â Political, Financial & Prop. Section 

Â EEZ-Marine Logistics Support Tm. 

Â Recce Tm & Intelligence Section 

Â Welfare and Registry 

 

 



Latest Maritime Suicide 
Technologies 

ÂSuicide Stealth craft 

ÂMidget Submarine for 

de-bussing suicide 

divers inside harbors 

ÂSuicide torpedo 

ÂOther capabilities 





Latest Technologies 












